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Acevedo, Elizabeth.  Poet X - Xiomara Batista struggles with, well, most things in her life- her mother, her twin, 
and her place in the Catholic church. In the past, she's used her fists to solve problems, as well as secretly writing 
poetry, but now it may be time to use those poems to fight back. + 
 
Anderson, Laurie Halse.  Speak:  The Graphic Novel - A traumatic event near the end of the summer 
has a devastating effect on Melinda's freshman year in high school. 
 
Anderson, M. T., et. al. Fatal Throne:  The Wives of Henry VIII Tell All - Seven award-winning 
young adult authors illuminate the lives of Britain's King Henry VIII and his six wives from different viewpoints. 
 
Barker, Michelle.  The House of One Thousand Eyes -  When Lena’s subversive uncle disappears 
without a trace in Communist East Berlin, she risks everything to find out what happened to him in this immersive 
historical mystery. Rife with well-crafted suspense and chilling period detail, this thrilling story will appeal to fans of 
dystopias and historical fiction alike. * 
 
Boldin, Tonya.  Facing Frederick - Chronicles the life of Frederick Douglass, discussing his years as a 
slave, escape to freedom, acclaim as a famous orator, journalist, and presidential advisor, work as an 
abolitionist, and other related topics. 
 
Brown, Don.  The Unwanted: Stories of the Syrian Refugees - Don Brown depicts moments of 
both heartbreaking horror and hope in the ongoing Syrian refugee crisis.  (a graphic novel) 
 
Brown, Pierce.  Red Rising - Darrow, a Red, which is the lowest caste in the color-coded society of the 
future, joins a revolutionary cell and attempts to infiltrate an elite military academy after witnessing the 
execution of his wife. (2019 grade 9 Summer Reading title) 
 
Caletti, Deb.  A Heart in a Body in the World - After a traumatic incident, Annabelle manages to finish her 
senior year with the support of her friends and family and the comfort of routine: school, work, cross-country. One 
night, she reaches her breaking point and she begins to run - across the US. Along the way she becomes a reluctant 
activist. (2019 grade 11 Summer Reading title) + 
 
Cameron, Bruce.  A Dog’s Way Home - When a puppy jumps out of an abandoned building and into the 
lap of Lucas Ray, trouble ensues, since the apartment he shares with his mother doesn't allow dogs, so Lucas 
has no choice but to send her to a foster home until he can figure out what to do. (movie) 
 
Chan, Crystal.  All That I Can FIx - In Makersville, Indiana, people know all about fifteen-year-old 
Ronney--he's from that mixed-race family with the dad who tried to kill himself, the pill-popping mom, and the 
genius kid sister. Can Ronney figure out a way to hold it together as all his worlds fall apart? 



 
Dimaline, Cherie.  The Marrow Thieves - The indigenous people of North America are being hunted 
and harvested for their bone marrow, which carries the key to recovering something the rest of the population 
has lost: the ability to dream. In this dark world, Frenchie and his companions struggle to survive as they make 
their way up north to the old lands. For now, survival means staying hidden... but what they don't know is that 
one of them holds the secret to defeating the marrow thieves. 
 
Duncan, Emily A.  Wicked Saints - A girl who can speak to gods, a prince who must learn whom to trust, 
and a boy with a monstrous secret seek to assassinate the king and stop a centuries-long war. 
 
Emmich, Val.  Dear Evan Hansen:  The Novel - Evan goes from being a nobody to everyone's hero 
and a social media superstar after a chance encounter with Connor just before his suicide leads others to 
believe Evan was his only friend. 
 
Flores-Scott, Patrick.  American Road Trip - Brothers Teodoro and Manny Avila take a road trip to 
address Manny's PTSD following his tour in Iraq, and to help T. change his life and win the heart of Wendy 
Martinez. Includes information and resources about PTSD. 
 
Ganda, Martin and Caitlin Alifirenka. I Will Always Write Back: How One Letter Changed 
Two Lives- In this ... dual memoir, Caitlin from Pennsylvania and Martin from Zimbabwe recount how they 
became best friends--and better people--through their long-distance exchange [as pen-pals]. + * 
 
Gansworth, Eric.  Give Me Some Truth - In 1980 life is hard on the Tuscarora Reservation in upstate 
New York, and most of the teenagers feel like they are going nowhere: Carson Mastick dreams of forming a 
rock band, and Maggi Bokoni longs to create her own conceptual artwork instead of the traditional beadwork 
that her family sells to tourists--but tensions are rising between the reservation and the surrounding 
communities, and somehow in the confusion of politics and growing up Carson and Maggi have to make a 
place for themselves. 
 
Gibney, Shannon.  Dream Country - Spanning two centuries and two continents, Dream Country is the 
story of five generations of young people caught in a spiral of death and exile between Liberia and the United 
States. 
 
Gilbert, Kelly Loy.  Picture Us in the Light - Danny knows his future holds a scholarship and a 
career as an artist. However, he doesn't know how his best friend will fit into that future, or why his 
father lost his job. When he starts digging into his parents' past, Danny discovers secrets that 
threaten his family and future. 
 
Green, Hank.  An Absolutely Remarkable Thing - The Carls just appeared. Coming home from work 
at three a.m., twenty-three-year-old April May stumbles across a giant sculpture. Delighted by its appearance 
and craftsmanship--like a ten-foot-tall Transformer wearing a suit of samurai armor--April and her friend Andy 
make a video with it, which Andy uploads to YouTube. The next day April wakes up to a viral video and a new 
life. News quickly spreads that there are Carls in dozens of cities around the world--everywhere from Beijing to 
Buenos Aires--and April, as their first documentarian, finds herself at the center of an intense international 
media spotlight. Now April has to deal with the pressure on her relationships, her identity, and her safety that 
this new position brings, all while being on the front lines of the quest to find out not just what the Carls are, but 
what they want from us.  



 
Greenwald, Tommy.  Game Changer - While thirteen-year-old Teddy fights for his life after a football 
injury at training camp, his friends and family gather to support him and discuss events leading to his coma. 
Told through dialogue, text messages, newspaper articles, transcripts, an online forum, and Teddy's inner 
thoughts. 
 
Haddon, Mark.  The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time - Despite his overwhelming 
fear of interacting with people, Christopher, a mathematically-gifted, autistic fifteen-year-old boy, decides to 
investigate the murder of a neighbor's dog and uncovers secret information about his mother. (2019 Grade 10 
Summer Reading title) + * 
 
Hand, Cynthia.  My Plain Jane - You may think you know the story. Penniless orphan Jane Eyre begins a 
new life as a governess at Thornfield Hall, where she meets one dark, brooding Mr. Rochester--and, Reader, 
she marries him. Or does she? Prepare for an adventure of Gothic proportions, in which all is not as it seems, a 
certain gentleman is hiding more than skeletons in his closets, and one orphan Jane Eyre, aspiring author 
Charlotte Brontë, and supernatural investigator Alexander Blackwood are about to be drawn together on the 
most epic ghost hunt this side of 'Wuthering Height. 
 
Hendrix, John.  The Faithful Spy:  Dietrich Bonhoeffer and the Plot to Kill Hitler - Uses text 
and illustrations to tell the story of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a German pastor who spoke out against the Nazi 
regime. 
 
Hesse, Monica.  The War Outside - Teens Haruko, a Japanese American, and Margot, a German 
American, form a life-changing friendship as everything around them starts falling apart in the Crystal City 
family internment camp during World War II. * 
 
Ireland, Justina.  Dread Nation - Jane McKeene was born two days before the dead began to walk the 
battlefields of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania--derailing the War Between the States and changing the nation 
forever. In this new America, safety for all depends on the work of a few, and laws like the Native and Negro 
Education Act require certain children attend combat schools to learn to put down the dead. But there are also 
opportunities--and Jane is studying to become an Attendant, trained in both weaponry and etiquette to protect 
the well-to-do. It's a chance for a better life for Negro girls like Jane. After all, not even being the daughter of a 
wealthy white Southern woman could save her from society's expectations. But that's not a life Jane wants. 
Almost finished with her education at Miss Preston's School of Combat in Baltimore, Jane is set on returning to 
her Kentucky home and doesn't pay much mind to the politics of the eastern cities, with their talk of returning 
America to the glory of its days before the dead rose. But when families around Baltimore County begin to go 
missing, Jane is caught in the middle of a conspiracy, one that finds her in a desperate fight for her life against 
some powerful enemies 
 
Jackson, Tiffany D.  Monday’s Not Coming - When Claudia's best friend Monday suddenly 
disappears without a trace, Claudia knows something is up and will not stop until she uncovers the 
possible horrifying truth. 
 
Jimenez, Francisco.  The Circuit: Stories from the Life of a Migrant Child - Explores a migrant 
family's experiences moving through labor camps, facing poverty and impermanence, and discusses how they 
endure through faith, hope, and back-breaking work. 
 



Kidd, Sue Monk.  The Secret Life of Bees - Fourteen-year-old Lily and her companion, Rosaleen, an 
African-American woman who has cared from Lily since her mother's death ten years earlier, flee their home 
after Rosaleen is victimized by racist police officers, and find a safe haven in Tiburon, South Carolina, at the 
home of three beekeeping sisters, May, June, and August. (2019 Grade 12 Summer Reading title) * 
 
Klobuchar, Amy.  Nevertheless, We Persisted: 48 Voices of Defiance, Strength, and 
Courage - A . . . collection of essays from actors, activists, athletes, politicians, musicians, writers, and teens, 
including Senator Amy Klobuchar, actress Alia Shawkat, actor Maulik Pancholy, poet Azure Antoinette, teen 
activist Gavin Grimm, and many, many more, each writing about a time in their youth when they were held back 
because of their race, gender, or sexual identity--but persisted". 
 
Khorram, Adib.  Darius the Great is Not Okay - Clinically-depressed Darius Kellner, a high school 
sophomore, travels to Iran to meet his grandparents, but it is their next-door neighbor, Sohrab, who changes 
his life. 
 
Kisner, Adrienne.  Dear Rachel Maddow - Brynn Harper writes unsent e-mails to her favorite news 
anchor as she deals with a breakup with her first girlfriend, her parents' dysfunctions, and the death of her older 
brother. 
 
Krosoczka, Jarrett.  Hey Kiddo - In graphic novel format author and illustrator Jarrett J. Krosoczka 
discusses growing up in a family grappling with addiction. 
 
Lippincott, Rachael.  Five Feet Apart - Seventeen-year-olds Stella and Will, both suffering from cystic 
fibrosis, realize the only way to stay alive is to stay apart, but their love for each other is slowly pushing the 
boundaries of physical and emotional safety. (movie) 
 
McManus, Karen.  Two Can Keep a Secret - While true-crime aficionado Ellery and her twin brother 
are staying with their grandmother in a Vermont community known for murder, a new friend goes missing and 
Ellery may be next. 
 
MacMullan,  Jackie.  Basketball: A Love Story - An oral history of basketball. 
 
McCollough, Joy.  Blood Water Paint - Artemisia Gentileschi at 17 is already a brilliant painter. 
She wants to become better and escape her father's control. A man who she hopes will save her, 
instead is her worst nightmare. Artemisia must decide either to remain silent or to speak the truth, 
just as her heroines did. 
 
Mills, Emma.  Foolish Hearts - Claudia agrees to coach actors in her high school's production of "A 
Midsummer Night's Dream," leading to new friendships--and maybe even new love. 
 
Morris, Heather.  Tattooist of Auschwitz - Based on the true story of Lale and Gita Sokolov, two 
Slovakian Jews, who survived Auschwitz and eventually made their home in Australia. In that terrible place, 
Lale was given the job of tattooing the prisoners marked for survival, literally scratching numbers into his fellow 
victims' arms in indelible ink to create what would become one of the most potent symbols of the Holocaust. 
Lale used the infinitesimal freedom of movement that this position awarded him to exchange jewels and money 



taken from murdered Jews for food to keep others alive. If he had been caught he would have been killed; 
many owed him their survival. (2019 grade 9 Summer Reading title) + 
 
Nwaubani, Adaobi Tricia.  Buried Beneath the Baobab Tree - A new pair of shoes, a university 
degree, a husband--these are the things that a girl dreams of in a Nigerian village. And with a government 
scholarship right around the corner, everyone can see that these dreams aren't too far out of reach. But the 
girl's dreams turn to nightmares when her village is attacked by Boko Haram, a terrorist group, in the middle of 
the night. Kidnapped, she is taken with other girls and women into the forest where she is forced to follow her 
captors' radical beliefs and watch as her best friend slowly accepts everything she's been told. Still, the girl 
defends her existence. As impossible as escape may seem, her life--her future--is hers to fight for. 
 
Owens, Delia.  Where the Crawdads Sing - Kya Clark is the 'Marsh Girl' of Barkley Cove on the North 
Carolina coast. Abandoned at age ten, she has survived on her own in the marsh that she calls home. A born 
naturalist, she took life lessons from the land, learning from the false signals of fireflies the real way of this 
world. Drawn to two young men from town who were intrigued by her wild beauty, Kya opened herself to a new 
and startling world--until the unthinkable happens. When Chase Andrews is found dead, the locals immediately 
suspect Kya.  (2019 grade 12 Summer Reading title) + 
 
Patterson, James.  The Fall of Crazy House - Eighteen-year-old twins Becca and Cassie, now trained, 
fearless fighters, hold the key to defeating the despotic United regime and freeing the people of the former 
United States, but at what cost? 
 
Pfeffer, Susan Beth.  Life As We Knew It - Through journal entries sixteen-year-old Miranda describes 
her family's struggle to survive after a meteor hits the moon, causing worldwide tsunamis, earthquakes, and 
volcanic eruptions. (2019 Grade 9 Summer Reading title) + * 
 
Plozza, Shivaun.  Frankie - Frankie Vega is angry. Just ask the guy whose nose she broke. Or the cop 
investigating the burglary she witnessed, or her cheating ex-boyfriend, or her aunt who's tired of giving second 
chances. When a kid shows up claiming to be Frankie's half brother, it opens the door to a past she doesn't 
want to remember. And when that kid goes missing, the only person willing to help is a boy with stupidly blue 
eyes, a criminal record, and secrets of his own. Frankie's search for the truth could change her life, or cost her 
everything. 
 
Prior, Hazel. Ellie and the Harp Maker - Dan Hollis lives a happy, solitary life carving exquisite Celtic harps 
in his barn in the countryside of the English moors. Here he can be himself, away from social situations that he 
doesn't always get right or completely understand. 
On the anniversary of her beloved father's death, Ellie Jacobs takes a walk in the woods and comes across Dan's 
barn. She is enchanted by his collection. Dan gives her a harp made of cherrywood to match her cherry socks. He 
stores it for her, ready for whenever she'd like to take lessons. 
Ellie begins visiting Dan almost daily and quickly learns that he isn't like other people. He makes her sandwiches 
precisely cut into triangles and repeatedly counts the (seventeen) steps of the wooden staircase to the upstairs 
practice room. Ellie soon realizes Dan isn't just different; in many ways, his world is better, and he gives her a fresh 
perspective on her own life. 
 
Reynolds, Jason. Long Way Down - As Will, fifteen, sets out to avenge his brother Shawn's fatal 
shooting, seven ghosts who knew Shawn board the elevator and reveal truths Will needs to know. + 
 



Ribay, Randy.  After the Shot Drops - Told from alternating perspectives, Bunny takes a basketball 
scholarship to an elite private school to help his family, leaving behind Nasir, his best friend, in their tough 
Philadelphia neighborhood.  
 
Rinaldi, Tom.  The Red Bandanna - The story of September 11 hero Welles Crowther that traces his 
faith-based outlook on life, position as a volunteer in his local fire department, and desire to join the FDNY, and 
how he sacrificed his life to save people trapped in the South Tower.  + 
 
Saedi, Sara. Americanized: Rebel Without a Green Card - In San Jose, California, in the 1990s, 
teenaged Sara keeps a diary of life as an Iranian American and her discovery that she and her family entered 
as undocumented immigrants. 
 
Sanchez, Erika L.  I am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter - Perfect Mexican daughters do not go 
away to college. And they do not move out of their parents' house after high school graduation. Perfect 
Mexican daughters never abandon their family. But Julia is not your perfect Mexican daughter. That was Olga's 
role. Then a tragic accident on the busiest street in Chicago leaves Olga dead and Julia left behind to 
reassemble the shattered pieces of her family. And no one seems to acknowledge that Julia is broken, too. 
Instead, her mother seems to channel her grief into pointing out every possible way Julia has failed 
 
Shirai, Kaiu.  The Promised Neverland - Emma, Norman and Ray are the brightest kids at the Grace 
Field House orphanage. And under the care of the woman they refer to as 'Mom,' all the kids have enjoyed a 
comfortable life. Good food, clean clothes and the perfect environment to learn--what more could an orphan 
ask for? One day, though, Emma and Norman uncover the dark truth of the outside world they are forbidden 
from seeing. 
 
Shusterman, Neal.  Dry -  When the water in the tap runs dry, Southern California is forced into a state 
of emergency. Neighbors turn on one another, and suburbia is a hot zone for “water-zombies.” When 
Alyssa’s parents go missing, she must do whatever it takes in order to survive the Tap-Out. (2019 Grade 
10 Summer Reading title) + 
 
Slater, Dashka.  The 57 Bus:  A True Story of Two Teenagers and the Crime that Changed 
Their Lives - If it weren't for the 57 bus, Sasha and Richard never would have met. Both were high school 
students from Oakland, California, one of the most diverse cities in the country, but they inhabited different 
worlds. Sasha, a white teen, lived in the middle-class foothills and attended a small private school. Richard, a 
black teen, lived in the crime-plagued flatlands and attended a large public one. Each day, their paths 
overlapped for a mere eight minutes. 
 
Suma, Nora Ren.  A Room Away from the Wolves - Teenage Bina runs away to New York City's 
Catherine House, a young women's residence in Greenwich Village with a tragic history and dark secrets, 
where she is drawn to her mysterious downstairs neighbor Monet. + 
 
Summers, Courtney.  Sadie - Two sisters: one dead, one missing. This gripping thriller for mature 
readers unfolds in alternating chapters: one thread follows 19-year-old Sadie as she hunts down her 
sister’s murderer, while the other follows her trail via a true-crime podcast that attempts to uncover 
what happened before she herself disappeared. 
 



Van Draanen, Wendelin. Wild Bird - When her behavior escalates out of control, fourteen-year-old Wren 
is taken away to a wilderness therapy camp where she is forced to develop new skills, including the courage to 
ask for help. (2019 Grade 10 Summer Reading title) + 
 
Walls, Jeanette.  The Glass Castle - The child of an alcoholic father and an eccentric artist mother 
discusses her family's nomadic upbringing, during which she and her siblings fended for themselves while their 
parents outmaneuvered bill collectors and the authorities. (2019 Grade 11 Summer Reading title) + * 
 
Westover, Tara.  Educated - A . . . memoir about a young girl who, kept out of school, leaves her 
survivalist family and goes on to earn a PhD from Cambridge University.  
 
Wright, Camron Steve.  The Rent Collector - Sang Ly struggles to survive by picking through garbage 
in Cambodia's largest municipal dump, but under threat of eviction by an embittered old drunk who is charged 
with collecting rents from the poor of Stung Meanchey, Sang Ly embarks on a desperate journey to save her 
ailing son from a life of ignorance and poverty. 
 
Zoboi, Ibi.  Pride -  In this classic retelling, Zuri Benitez meets the handsome Darius Darcy, the rich 
boy who moved in across the street in her Bushwick neighborhood. Despite their good looks, Zuri 
sees the Darcys as a threat to her way of life and her beloved Bushwick. 
 
Zusak, Markus.  Bridge of Clay - Upon their father's return, the five Dunbar boys, who have raised 
themselves since their mother's death, begin to learn family secrets, including that of fourth brother Clay, who 
will build a bridge for complex reasons, including his own redemption. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
** Summary descriptions taken from NHS’  Online Destiny Library catalog. 


